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Sanskrit Pronounciation Guide

Vowels

a | Like the a in organ or the u in buft

a | Like the a in far but twice as long as a

i | Like the iin pin

i | Like the 1in pigue but twice as long as i

Like the u in push
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Like the u in rale but twice as long as u

r | Like the r in Rifa but more like French ru

Like r but twice as long (trilled)

! | Like lree, or sometimes Iruu

e | Like the e in they

ai | Like the ai in aisle

o | Like the oin go

Gl Ll A A M| o | oo | & | @

au | Like the ow in Jiow

Like the nasal n in the French word bon

Like the ha in aha. but only at the end of a line,
h | otherwise silent. Takes the sound of the preceding
vowel, ex. vapul = va+pu+hu

Consonants

ka | Like the k in kire

kha | Like the kh in Ekhart

ga | Like the gin give

gha | Like the gh in dig-hard

na | Like the nin sing

ca | Like the ¢h in chair

cha | Like the chh in staunch-hearted

Jja | Like the jin joy

oy | did 44| S

Jjha | Like the geh in hedgehog




Consonants, continued

> | na | Like the ny in canyon

< | ta | Like the tin fub

< | tha | Like the thin lighthearted

2 | da | Like the d in dove

@ | dha | Like the dh in red-hot

0| na Like the n in not but with the tongue on the roof of
' the mouth.

o | ta | Like the tin fub but with tongue against teeth

d | tha | Like the th in lighthearied but tongue against teeth

G | da | Like the d in dove but with tongue against teeth

d | dha | Like the dh in red-hot but with tongue against teeth

« | na | Like the n in nut but with tongue between teeth

q | pa | Like the p in pine

% | pha | Like the ph in uphill

o | ba | Like the b in bird

H | bha | Like the bh in rub-hard

H | ma | Like the m in mother

g | va | Like the yin ves

¢ | ra | Like the rin run

@ | la | Like the lin light

9 | va | Like the vin vine

2] | sa | Like the s in the German word sprechen

Y | sa | Like the shin shine

q | sa | Like the sin sun

& | ha | Like the hin home

< , | Replaces a leading vowel in compound words:

manoharah + ajita = manoharo’jita




Consonant & Vowel Combinations

% |ka|F | ku| F | ki || Kau
& | ka | | ka | & | ke | 3| ah
fF | ki |F | kr | & | kai| 37 | am
&1 | ki | F | ki | Pl | ko

Short
vowels

Long
vowels



